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The Standardization of Librarians.* 


BY MISS FRANCES SIMPSON, ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR, LIBRARY SCHOOL OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS. 

This question is one which has been 
claiming the attention of many 
thoughtful librarians during the past 
few years and one which is likely, in 
the not far distant future, to demand 
consideration from all of us if we re- 
main long in the library field. It has 
been recently the subject of a study 
and a partial report by a special Com- 
mittee of the American Library As- 
sociation at its latest Conference, and 
it is upon the report of that Committee 

that this paper is based. 

The writer claims no originality 
whatever for the points which may be 
presented; she is simply earrying out 
at one state meeting the desire ex- 
pressed by the members of the commit- 


*Read at the Iowa City meeting of the I. L. 
A., October, A917. 
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tee just referred to, viz., that the ques- 
tions involving standardization of li- 
braries, standardization or certification 
of librarians and Civil Service tests be 
brought to the notice of as many lib- 
rarians as possible at the state, dis- 
trict and local meetings during the 
present year. 

The Committee made only an incom- 
plete report—the questions involved 
proving to be too far-reaching to re- 
ceive satisfactory or thorough treat- 
ment in the short time at its disposal 
before the Louisville meeting (the mat- 
ter was not definitely broached and 
the Committee was not appointed until 
after the Mid-Winter Meeting of the 
A. L. A. Council at Chicago last winter) 
and at Louisville the Committee was 
continued at its own request to report 
more fully at a later A. L. A. Confer- 
ence. 

In considering this committee report, 
I have thought best to limit this paper 
to the question of standardization of 
librarians, omitting any but possible in- 
cidental reference to the standardiza- 
tion of libraries. To discuss the whole 
report in all of its bearings would take 
us too far a-field and would require a 
greater proportion of this session than 
either my conscience or your patience 
would permit. 

With this somewhat rambling intro- 
duction, let us proceed to a considera- 
tion of the need for some sort of stan- 
dardization of librarians. Why do we 
as a profession, need to be ‘‘standard- 
ized’’ or ‘‘ecertified’’ as though we 
were some superior kind of dairy pro- 
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duct? Let me meet that objection, if 
there should be one, and answer my 
own question by asking another: Why 
do we eall ourselves members of a 
profession? If we take ourselves seri- 
ously enough to demand such consid- 
eration in the speech of the public, 
then we must not shirk the burdens 
which such a claim will certainly en- 
tail. Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Phar- 
macy, Architecture and other profes- 
sions have all preceded us along the 
strait and narrow way of certification, 
and it is quite likely that the guild of 
librarians will, before it is finally and 
unreservedly admitted to the noble 
army of professionals, be expected to 
receive the cachet of public confidence 
in some similar time-approved fashion. 

Librarianship has evolved a_ tech- 
nique, a body of classified knowledge 
based largely upon experiment which 
we like to think we are justified in 
calling a science; it has set up its own 
standards of professional equipment. 
but only now and then, do we find that 
this body of knowledge, these standards 
are matters of general knowledge on 
the part of those who profit by our 
service. Almost anyone knows that 
physicians must be licensed or certified 
to practice medicine in any locality, 
and no one objects to the sane and safe 
requirement. The law, usually a legis- 
lative enactment of the Commonwealth, 
provided the method and machinery 
for such certifieation. In passing, it 
is of interest to note that these very 
laws have been largely instrumental in 
standardizing schools of medicine. 
Therefore, by analogy, if you wish your 
library training agencies, schools, 
training classes or what not, improved 
and strengthened, think twice before 
you oppose a reasonable plan for 
standardization. 


Some of you will have noticed that in 
my list of the older professions I did 
not include the one to which we are 
most frequently compared, and the one 
to which we like to compare ourselves, 
i. e., the teaching profession. The omis- 
sion was not wholly unintentional. 


Librarians in a very loose fashion may 
be likened to teachers, but too great 
emphasis has perhaps been laid on the 
likeness in the past. However, if you 
insist upon the analogy, take the re- 
sponsibility, those of you who do not 
see the need for standardization. How 
is it with the teaching profession? Is 
it under no system of standardization; 
city, county, state teachers’ examina- 
tions? Their name is legion! 

Bringing libraries and library staffs 
up to a required or an approved stand- 
ard, which is what staridardization 
means, confronts us therefore, if we 
demand the respect and recognition 
accorded to members of other profes- 
sions. One of the methods of standard- 
izing a library, it goes without saying, 
consists in raising the tone of library 
service through demanding better and 
more intelligent workers. Just how 
this certification is to be accomplished, 
is a matter to be worked out perhaps 
in each locality or county, or state. 
California, for example, has provided, 
through its County library’ laws, for 
the examination of its library workers 
in different gradés of service and for 
promotion by additional tests. The 
law is of too recent operation for final 
judgment to be pronounced, but on the 
whole it seems to provide a good work- 
ing plan. 

As a by-product of this question we 
come upon the matter of library staff 
nomenclature. At first sight, this 
seems unimportant, but it has more 
weight than appears on the surface. 
Take for example, the various designa- 
tions of the chief executive officer of 
a library, commonly cailed ‘‘Librar- 
ian.”’ He may also be ealled ‘‘Head 
librarian,’’ ‘‘Chief librarian,’’ ‘‘Super- 
intendent of libraries,’’ ‘‘Director of 
libraries,’’ ete. The term ‘‘ Assistant 
librarian’? may be applied to the one 
who ranks next to the librarian or who 
acts for him in his absence or disability, 
or this officer may in the latter case 
be ealled ‘‘Acting librarian’’ on the 
other hand, ‘‘ Assistant librarian’’ may 
be applied to any one or all of several 
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4members of the library staff, who rank 
under the librarian, or these may all be 
termed ‘‘Library assistants. ”’ Simi- 
‘arly we have ‘‘Catalog librarian, 

“Head of the catalog division,’’ ‘‘Sup- 
erintendent of the Catalog,’’ ‘‘Chief 
eataloger,’’ ‘‘ Principal cataloger,”’ etc., 
‘und a similar looseness in the use of 
terms is found in all divisions of a ]tb- 
rary’s service. This may seem trivial, 
\hut it may be serious enough tv inter- 
fere with the intended operation of a 
pension law or a plan for retiring al- 
lowances, not to mention Civil Service 
{perations, all of which are usually 
rigidly interpreted. Is it not time that 
we librarians standardize ourselves to 
‘the extent of insisting upon uniform 
een cle Nothing could be lost 





and much clearness of thought would 
be gained. 

Whether the proposed standardiza- 
tion shall take thé form of certification 
by a local board, by a state board of 
examiners, having the power to issue 

certificates for a term of years or for 

life, whether these certificates shall be 
operative between different states or 
' different localities; or whether the 
«library service shall be included in the 
{ local or state civil service system, re- 
mains to be worked out and this the 

A. L. A. Committee hopes to be able 
| to work on during the coming year. A 
| few of the considerations already ar- 
| rived at may be mentioned in this con- 

nection, and these I shall take the lib- 
‘erty of quoting verbatim from the A. 

L. A. Committee report, submitted on 
| June 23, 1917, at the Louisville meet. 
799 23.) 


et et * 


7 ing. (See L. J., Oct. 1917, p. 


“Civil Service has been a great bug- 
bear almost equally to library ecandi- 
‘% dates and to library executives, and 
much of its operation so far has left 
much to be desired. It does often lower 
the quality of work done by those ae- 
credited under it, it is often too rigid, 
lacks adaptability, is likely to disecour- 
age initiative and originality on the part 
of workers under it, does not sufficient- 
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ly encourage promotion on the score of 


merit, but the basic principles of Civil 
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Service are sound and most thinking 
peopie who are interested in the im- 
prox ement of public service, would hesi- 
tate to advise a return to the old 
‘**spoils system’’ of ante-civil service 
days. In addition, Civil Service has 
one positive advantage; it is decidedly 
instrumental in promoting permanency 
of tenure of office. I wonder how re 
sponsive a chord that strikes in the 
breasts of some library executives here 
this morning? There is but one eall- 
ing so far as I have observed, which can 
outdo us in that particular. The pub- 
lic school teachers in most communities 
are even worse offenders than we are. 

At a meeting of women interested in 
education, held in an adjoining state 
not long ago, an educational specialist 
who had been making a school survey 
of one or two of the middle western 
states, made the astounding statement 
that the average tenure of office of 
high school teachers was about two 
years, that of the lower grade teachers, 
somewhat under one year. In my 
capacity as an executive officer of a 
school for library training, I have been 
tempied sometimes to wonder whether 
librarians are not as a class outdoing. 
school teachers in this particular! The 
matter is a serious one, though no sta- 
tisties are available. Civil Service does 
help towards permanency ; of that there 
can be no question.”’ 


Before closing this paper may I 
quote once more from the Committee 
report a paragraph or two which it 
seems to me offer excellent suggestions 
for librarians to consider since we are 
likely to have to face soon the question 
of some form of standardization. 

(See L. J. Oct. 1917, p. 721-22.) 

‘‘In brief, the A. L. A. Committee 
proposes to work towards the drawing 
up of a system or plan for certification, 
sufficiently elastic to be feasible in 
various types of libraries receiving 
public money and yet definite enough 
in its provisions to satisfy the move- 
ment towards the inclusion of library 
service in a threatened or an already 
working Civil Service system. Speed 
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the day when this report shall be actu- 
ally before us!’’ 


To bring home to the librarians of 
Iowa the proposed idea may I be al- 
lowed to state an imaginary concrete 
ease. Suppose certification should 
have been adopted legally in the state 
of Iowa. That would mean that some 
body of persons, quite possibly your 
State Library Commission, would have 
the power, granted by an act of the 
Iowa Legislature, to establish such 
grades of library service as seemed ex- 
pedient in its judgment; to conduct 
such tests for admission to those zrades 
of service as it deemed wise. Whether 
these tests should be by written exam- 
ination, report of preparation and 
educational qualifications, or former 
library experience, to be left to the 
wisdom of the Commission. The Com- 
mission would have the right to con- 
duct examinations at stated intervals, 
probably not less than annually and 
possibly more frequently, these exam- 
inations, of whatever nature they 
proved to be, to be given at the State 
Capitol and other central points; pos- 
sibly copies of questions under seal 
might be sent to any incorporated town 
or city. Any librarian, therefore 
passing successfully the tests imposed 
by the Commission in Iowa, would be 
entitled to serve in a library position 
of a given grade, as soon as such posi- 
tion was available. Any local libre cy 
board needing to make an appointment 
to its library staff, would be bound to 
require a certificate from the Commis- 
sion before the appointee could legally 
draw her salary. The Commission 
would probably be inclined towards a 
flexible system of examinations, favor- 
able to the smaller libraries. That 
would be a-rough sketch of the manner 
in which certification of librarians 
would work out in the State of Iowa. 
The Committee is most anxious to 
learn iow the rank and file of library 
workers would view any suggestions 
leading toward this particular kind of 
standardization and will welcome sug- 
gestions from the entire library world. 
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Books For Our Soldiers and Sai 


MORE BOOKS—Hundreds of thoy} 
sands of them—are needed for the 
War Service Libraries maintained 7 
the American Library Association a iste 
cantonments, training camps, Posts, | the ” 
forts, naval stations, on vessels, a, 
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| Execut 


overseas. The 
‘the sta 


Our men must have these books /the pas 
—They want them for their liesyy >and 2 
hours—for recreation and for study, | ranged 
Experience has proved that they are which 
eager to read, and beoks must be Pro-g orth 
vided. The 

iffere 

Hundreds of thousands must be of wort 
tained as gifts. Iowa has already cop. Black 
tributed over 15,000 books for the eammp ler, € 
libraries, most of which are now at Dubuq 
Camp Dodge. The libraries have made } Jowat 
the collection and shipments have beea f Mid 
received from most of the libraries of Pinto: 
the state. In some cases, however, the | ;- % 
books were so insecurely packed that oe 4 
the boxes were broken open and books 0 
lost by the way. In others there was no | Sout 


mark on the box to tell whence it came, , abe 
Credit of course cannot be given in Yen r 
such eases. _ el 


In future shipments not more than ¥ Nort 
200 books should be packed in one (Frank 
box. The box should be strong enough?Humb 
to carry the weight of the books and | bago, 
the name of the sender should be\ (‘en 
plainly written on the box. reen 


Posters and printed matter with » Ha 
directions for the present campaign § °°" 
were sent to all the libraries from the.5 Nor 
headquarters in Washington. We ¥Chero 
trust these directions have been fol- ’ Lyon, 
lowed and original ideas used whieh , Plym« 
will bring another large assortment of,” Mic 
books for those who need them so pioun, 


greatly. ye 
Sou 


Let us again make a record of whieh 7 Cass, 
we shall be proud but above all let 08 ¥ Mills, 
do our part in supporting those who are * «nie, ] 
our representatives at the front an@—* The 
who need so much this source of im \ chain 
spiration, recreation and cheer—books. ff Sou 
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' District Meeting 1917. 


thon. In accordance with the action of the 
rs Executive Board of the Iowa Library 
ed bis ssociation at their meeting in 1916 a 
me: Tf redistricting of the state was made by 
(the poard at the 1917 meeting. 
The districts in the southern part of 
the state remain about the same as in 
ooks, /the past but the counties in the central 
esury >and northern part have been rear- 
tudy. ‘ranged to form two new districts 
"aw which will be called the Central and the 
pro- forth Central. 
f The counties now included in the 
ifferent districts are as follows: 
Oh. Northeast District — Allamakee, 
om eRBlack Hawk, Bremer, Buchanan, But- 
alnp fe Chickasaw, Clayton, Delaware, 
y a \Dubuque, Fayette, Floyd, Grundy, 
nade } Howard, Mitchell and Winneshiek. 
: f Middle East District—Benton, Cedar, 
a af “Clinton, Iowa, Tackson, Johnson, Jones, 
= ! Linn, Muscatine, Powesheik, Scott and 
ois | Tama. 
| Southeast Dist rie t — Appanoose, 
' Davis, Des Moines, Henry, Jefferson, 
- * Keokuk, Lee, Louisa. Mahaska, Monroe, 
\Van Buren, Wapello, Washington and 
Wayne. 
han ¥ Northcentral District—Cerro Gordo, 
one (Franklin, Hamilton, Hancock, Hardin, 
ugh Humboldt, Kossuth, Webster, Winne- 
nd! bego, Worth and Wright. 


be Central District — Boone, Dallas, 
reene, Guthrie, Jasper, Madison, 
+)’ Marion, Marshall, Polk, Story and 


ith : 
, Warren. 


the. Northwest District — Buena Vista, 
We ¥Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, 
ol ?Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, 
ich , Plymouth, Pocahontas and Sioux. 
of »” Middle West District—Audubon, Cal- 
so hhoun, Carroll, Crawford, Harrison, Ida, 
onona, Sac, Shelby and Woodbury. 
Southwest District—Adair, Adams, 
ch T Cass, Clarke, Decatur, Fremont, Lucas, 
iS X Mills, Montgomery, Page, Pottawatta- 


Ck Ringgold, Taylor and Union. 





~ The places of meeting, dates and 
a \ chairmen are given below: 

8. Southeast—Oskaloosa, April 23, Miss 
¢ Blanche Hawks, Oskaloosa. 








Middle East—Muscatine, April 24, 
Miss Paula Beuch, Davenport. 

Central—Des Moines, April 25, Miss 
Anna Maude Kimberly, Marshalltown. 

Southwest — Red Oak, April 20, 
Miss Fern Dailey, Council Bluffs. 

Middle West—Denison, May 1, Miss 
Helen Allen, Onawa. 

Northeast—Manchester, May 7, Miss 
Isabella Powers, New Hampton. 

North Central—Mason City, May 8, 
Miss Charlotte Crosley, Webster City 

Northwest—Cherokee, May 10, Miss 
Mae Smith, LeMars. 

The endeavor was made to so locate 
these meetings that one at least should 
be easily accessible to every library in 
the state but the district boundaries 
are discretionary and librarians and 
library boards are at liberty to attend 
the nearest meeting whether in their 
own district or not, and as many as 
they wish but are urged to attend at 
least one. 

The topics suggested for discussion 
this year will be few and the meetings 
informal and we trust as helpful as 
they have been in the past. 





The Camp Dodge Library. 

At the moment of writing 15,000 men 
of the new draft increment are being 
released from a two weeks’ quarantine. 
It is expected that with these new men 
in camp the library will be busier than 
at any time in the past. The work of 
the last month has been largely that of 
preparation for the new men, added to 
which has been the task of placing 
magazines, paper-bound books and 
worn copies of other books in the vari- 
ous barracks for the use of the new 
men while in quarantine. 

The camp library now consists of 
the central building, located almost in 
the exact center of the camp, and 
twelve branches, eight of which are in 
Y. M. C. A. brigade buildings, three 
in Knights of Columbus buildings and 
one at the more remote Remount Sta- 
tion. In addition to these fifty-nine 


deposit stations of fifty or one hundred 
books each in book case boxes are. 





located in various parts of the camp 
not convenient to the main library or 
branches. The number of these deposit 
stations is being constantly increased. 

Without the generous contributions 
of books collected by the various li- 
braries in the state, the extension of 
library facilities at Camp Dodge would 
nave been impossible. The press of 
other work has prevented the camp 
librarians from acknowledging in all 
cases these splendid donations. Pend- 
ing the time when personal acknowl- 
edgments will be possible, he wishes 
to record here his thanks for the gen- 
erous cooperation and help he has re- 
ceived from lowa libraries. 

The gift books collected by the li- 
braries, largely fiction, are supplemert- 
ed by new war books, technical books, 
manuals, and up-to-date books on a 
great variety of subjects, purchased by 
the American Library Association, War 
Service Committee. The camp libra- 
rian compiles for the CAMP DODGER, 
the official newspaper of the 88th Divi- 
sion, a list of the six most popular on- 
fiction books each week. The last of 
these lists is an indication of the books 
the men are reading. 


Yankee in the trenches, Holmes. 

Over the top, Empey. 

How to live at the front, Mae- 
Quarrie. 

Rhymes of a Red Cross man, Serv- 
ice. 

Dynamies of Manhood, Gulick. 

Aeroplanes, Zerbe. 


Statistics compiled for the month of 
February record a circulation of 8,125 
volumes from the main library and 
branches. This total, which does not 
include the use made of the 3,000 books 
in the deposit stations, is nearly equal 
to half the number of men which were 
in camp during the month. Deducting 
the number of soldiers unable to read 
English, it is safe to say that every 
other man at Camp Dodge borrowed 
from the library during the month of 
February. For those unable to read 
English, the camp library is installing 





collections of books in foreign i 
guages. At the present writing these | 
collections include books in Italian, 
Polish, Yiddish and French. \ 
Visitors are always welcome at the) 
camp library. The American Library | 
Association is anxious that the public 
shall know of the work that is being 7 
done at the camps. All librarians - 
be of service in urging those from their 
cities and towns who visit Camp Dodge ; 
to stop at the camp library and learn | 
something of its activities. 
Forrest B. Spaulding, ( 
Camp Librarian, ( 


Additions to the Library War Fund. | 
Since the publication of the last nur- 
ber of the QUARTERLY, the following | 
additions to the Library War Fundz: 

have been received. 












Allamakee— ? 

Waukon ......... $122.13 

Country Schools 101.00 $223.13 
Cedar— 

ree 1.50 
Humboldt— 
*Reinwick ........ 1.00, 
Lee “ 
PT eee 43.12 
Mahaska— 

Oskaloosa ........ 40.004 
Linn— 

Cedar Rapids ..... 1,00° 
Marshall— 

Marshalltown ..... 12.5% 
Powesheik— 

"Brooklyn ........ 2.00 
Sheihy— 

“Harlan .......... 8.75 
Wapello— 
Ottumwa ......... 34.25 
Washington— se 

Washington and 
el a ee 1. 
a ae en $35,370.9 


By mistake the contribution of the 
Iowa Library Summer School Assoeia- 
tion was credited twice, individuall; 
and to Tipton. The contribution from 
Tipton should therefore be $25.00 less 
than given in the previous report. 
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Iowa Summer Library School. 

The State University of lowa an- 
nounces the seventeenth Session of the 
Iowa Summer School for Library 
Training at Iowa City, June 17 to July 
26. Miss Miriam E. Carey, Supervisor 
of State Institutional Libraries in Min- 
nesota, will direct the course. As last 
year, the work will dwell considerably 
on the relation between the library 
and the school, but will not lose sight 
of the problems facing a small public 
library. Miss Blanche V. Watts will 
give instruction in Cataloging and Ref- 
erence, and Miss Grace Shellenberger, 
Librarian of State Institutions, will 
give a three weeks’ course in Children’s 
Literature. 

As in past vears the Library Com- 
mission will cooperate and lectures on 
library administration and_ related 
subjects will be given by Miss Robin- 
son. 

This summer session will give an op- 
portunity to those who wish to prepare 
themselves for the vacancies created by 
the entrance of librarians into war 
work and to library boards to secure 
trained help by appointing their librar- 


ians in season to make the summer 
school course possible to their ap- 
pointees. 


Apply to Miss Jane E. Roberts, Uni- 
versity Library, for further informa- 
tion and application blanks. 





A Letter to Librarians. 

In these days when it is so important 
that in every home in every part of our 
country there be clear, correct think 
ing about the war that is now our war, 
we welcome every hint of a means to 
secure that end. 

This fact leads me to refer to a form 
of service adopted by one librarian in 
Iowa and perhaps by others, whick 
seems productive of good results and is 
capable of adaptation to different com- 
munities. 

The idea is that a librarian gather 
together in the library or in a school- 
room, or other center, groups of women 
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who would be interested in hearing the 
best new war books reviewed, so that 
even if they lack leisure for wide read- 
ing, they may be informed on current 
publications and familiar with the 
great topics set forth in them. 


In towns of considerable size, such 
group meetings might, with advantage, 
be held in ward schools to reach dif- 
ferent localities. Parent-teachers as- 
sociations, or other groups might be the 
nucleus of such gatherings, if only it 
is made clear that the invitation is to 
all in a given locality without regard to 
class or position. 

Where conditions seem to favor it, 
evening meetings for young women 
employed during the day, for high 
school pupils and others, would be very 
desirable. In these, there should he 
presented, not only reviews of new 
books, but talks and discussions on sub- 
jects like, ‘‘Our Entrance into the 
World War,’’ ‘‘What we have cause to 
fear and to hope from the result to 
civilzation of the war,’’ ‘‘How is last- 
ing peace to be secured,’’ ete., ete. 

High school teachers will often be 
willing to prepare themselves to give 
these talks when the librarian person- 
ally cannot do so. The members of 
the Association of Collegiate Alumnae 
who are to be found practically in 
every place, have recently been urged 
to offer themselves for such service as 
this. 

The Council of National Defense and 
the Woman’s Committee are strongly 
urging the great importance of the edu- 
cational propaganda to disseminate as 
widely as possible correct information 
as to this greatest of all wars. 

The needful thing is that someone 
take the initiative and assist in ar- 
ranging for such meetings as proposed, 
to make them a great opportunity for 
this work. 

Cannot the librarians do this? 
(Signed) Mrs. Francis E. WHITLEY, 
Chairman, lowa Division, Woman’s 

Committee, Council National Defense. 


Webster City, Lowa. 





Publicity. 


PLAISTER, ASSIS- 


BY MISS CORNELIA D. 


TANT SIGUX CITY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 
Enthusiasm, knowledge of our re- 


sources, and successful publicity go 
hand in hand. Enthusiasm is that leav- 
ener which banishes half hearted inter- 
est or indiffercace, and makes of us real 
salesmen rather than those who fill the 
orders of others. And the greatest en- 
thusiasm comes from a thorough knowl- 
edge of our goods. If we convince our- 
selves that we have at our command a 
collection of good workable tools that 
should be in the hands of our artisans, 
our professional men and women, and 
our students, half the battle of con- 
vineing them is won. 

Our own enthusiasm should be ear- 
ried to our board and they should be 
kept intimately in touch with what we 
have accomplished and what we hope 
to do in the future. They, as promi- 
nent business men and women, shave 
many opportunities to boost the library 
that do not come to us and if they are 
well informed of its activities, they will 
talk about them. A ‘‘chatty’’ report at 
each board meeting is as vital as a 
statistical one and vastly more interest- 
ing. Tell of the unusual reference ques- 
tions answered during the month, of the 
talks given to organizations or clubs and 
of the work of our children’s room and 
branches. If these reports are pre- 
served we will find at the end of the year 
that they furnish splendid material for 
our annual report. 

But before endeavoring to secure 
more patronage of the publie library 
through publicity let us look to the serv- 
ice which we now give our borrowers. 
Is our building as clean and attractive 
as it can be made, are the shades even 
and the books straight on the shelves? 
Have we growing plants in sunny win- 
dows or a few flowers artistically ar- 
ranged? Does the whole library have a 
friendlv and inviting atmosphere that 
will make one glad to be there and re- 


*Read at the Iowa City meeting of the I. L. 
A., October, 1917. 
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solve to come again? Do the general] 
public leave with the feeling of the small 
girl who said, ‘‘Isn’t that a nice place 
for the library to live.’’ 


But even more important, do we give 
sincere service to our patrons? The desk 
attendant is in truth a salesman and he 
will profit much from careful reading 
of books on salesmanship. Deland’s 
‘‘Tmagination in Business’? and Emer- 
son’s ‘‘Twelve Principles of Efficiency”’ 
are both splendid and suggestive. A 
study of special service articles too, is 
helpful and we can learn what to do as 
well as what to avoid from watching 
business houses. 

A borrowing patron should be 
greeted upon his approach to the desk 
and not after he has been standing some 
minutes waiting for recognition. An 
air of helpfulness is implied in a cour- 
teous, ‘‘ What can I do for you today ?’’ 
or, ‘‘Have you received attention ?’’ and 
after his first request has been filled, 
‘*What else can I do for you?’’ The 
latter, stated affirmatively, rather than 
‘*Do you want anything else’’ will very 
often bring questions that might not 
otherwise have been made. 

This is an age of service. We pur- 
chase a suit and alterations are made 
for us; we buy a pair of shoes and we 
are told to return after wearing them 
and heel plates will be adjusted. These 
are trifles but they show a spirit of 
willingness to serve and that is what 
makes you friends. We manifest the 
same spirit when we suggest new lines 
of reading to our casual patrons, when 
we mention the use of the telephone for 
reference questions, when we give ¢are- 
ful consideration to all request books, 
in short when we give our sincere and 
sympathetic attention to each and every 
borrower who comes into our building. 
It is publicity, too, for a satisfied patron 
is one of our best advertisers. 

Table displays of books accompanied 
by an attractive poster are always sue- 
cessful in stimulating interest. The 
books should be arranged in groups of 
two or three and some opened at strik- 
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ing illustrations for titles and pictures 
are in themselves advertisers. These dis- 
plays should be arranged in the rotunda 
or near the entrance, so that people 
coming in are met with an opened book 
rather than with cold forbidding steel 
stacks. It is a splendid way to call at- 
tention to new departments or groups 
of books recently added and often 
people will say, ‘‘Why, I didn’t know 
that you had books on house plans’’ or 
whatever your display may be. 

Have you a low window near enough 
to the street to be utilized for a poster 
and book display? If your windows are 
too high for the books a poster alone is 
effective and may call attention to books 
or to some activity of the library, such 
as an exhibit, or a Sunday concert. The 
set of posters recently gotten out by the 
Democrat Printing Company of Madi- 
son, Wisconsin, on war subjects, as 
‘“‘Savers are Servers,’’ ‘‘We Need 
Cheerful Books These Days,’’ ‘‘ Military 
and Naval Training’’ are good. 

Book lists on timely subjects are al- 
ways in demand. We are all grown 
up children and the idea of checking 
each title as we read the book has its 
appeal. It is better to have short lists 
and more of them than long ones. 
lists may be secured from the Democrat 
Printing Company, at Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, and from Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, 
New York. Of course the difficulty of 
using them is in not having all the books 
that they list. 

Advertisers tell us that there are 
from five to ten important things to 
which we should appeal in our adver- 
tisements and it is well to keep them in 
mind in our poster and book list work. 
Briefly they are, Self Preservation, and 
under this head ean be made Good 
Health posters, Feeding the Family, 
and Beauty a Duty. Property Holding, 
Reputation, and Power can be appealed 
to through our posters pushing better 
business books. Tastes, Affections, and 
Sentiments are for our more cultural dis- 
plays and lists. 

Other successful methods of bringing 
people to the library are well advertised 
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exhibits from time to time and free en- - 
tertainments in our library lecture room. 
Our local art association will co-operate 
with us in securing exhibits. Many in- 
teresting ones can be made from local 
material, antiques, including jewelry 
and furniture, a book plate exhibit, and 
bird and butterfly collections. The lowa 
Library Commission has art exhibits 
which they are glad to loan and notices 
of other collections that may be secured 
appear from time to time in the Quar- 
TERLY and other library publications. 

An exhibit that attracted a good deal 
of attention from our housewives was 
one of canned and dried fruits and vege- 
tables. A typewritten recipe was placed 
in front of each jar and duplicate copies 
were mimeographed and pasted in scrap 
books for circulation. Other texts on 
preserving and canning were on the 
table and were in demand. Later an 
effective bulletin was made for Cookery 
by using a slice of war bread glued to 
the poster in place of a picture. The 
recipe for the bread was given below as 
well as titles of books on low cost cook- 
ing. 

Sunday afternoon concerts. lectures 
on educational subjects as Various voca- 
tions, Travel talks, Talks to foreigners 
and Dramatic readin¢s all bring people, 
very often for the first time, to the li- 
brary. These exhibits are our golden 
opportunity to act as hostesses and to 
make people feel more at home in the 
library. Visitors should at all times be 
taken through the building and many 
who come merely to see will go away 
patrons. 

A reception given once a year for 
the teachers of the public schools is a 
splendid way to further co-operation be- 
tween school and library. All our ma- 
terial particularly helpful to teachers 
should be arranged in prominent places 
and should be carefully explained by the 
staff during the evening. 

They should be told of our picture 
collection, our exhibits of how a lead 
pencil is manufactured, how cotton be- 
comes cloth, how cocoa is made and 
others, and our twelve framed historical 
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‘ pictures, all of which circulate for class 


room use. Have on display helpful 
books on education, basket weaving, and 
painting and your school magazines. 
This is a good opportunity to ask our 
board members and their wiver to act 
with us as hostesses and to assist in serv- 
ing light refreshments. 

Methods of interesting the children 
are easy to devise and always meet with 
enthusiasm. Contests with Fairy Tales, 
Birds, Little People Everywhere, and 
Animals can be planned with sets of 
appropriate questions, as What reward 
did Rumplestiltskin ask of the queen 
and which little cousin wears wooden 
shoes, to be answered by the children. 

A continued contest may be made 
from worn out picture books by placing 
three or more pictures from them on our 
bulletin board each week. The stories 
that they represent are to be guessed by 
the children and a star given for each 
week’s list that is correct. The child, 
once interested, hates to miss a week and 
it brings him to the library again and 
again. No reward has been given for 
these contests save the child’s name on 
an honor roll. A little competition is 
aroused if the names of the boys and the 
girls are listed separately or if we list 
the children by schools. 

A good stimulant for summer read- 
ing is the ‘‘Hero and Heroine’’ list or 
av list of good titles. The child makes 
a written or verbal report of each book 
read during the summer from this list 
and when he has read fifteen or twenty 
a diploma is given. The lists should be 
distributed the last week or two of the 
school year and the diplomas given in 
the school room the first week of the fall 
term. The diplomas need not be large 
but should be artistic and attractive. 

A contest for better reading may be 
made with the graded lists which can be 
secured from the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion. These books are starred on the 
back, Green for the third grade, red for 
the fourth, ete., and are kept together 
by grades on special shelves. A corre- 
sponding star is given after each child’s 
name on the Honor Roll. 
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The secret of all these contests is be- 
ing sure that the child reads the books 
thoroughly before credit is given for it. 
A few questions concerning the story or 
a short written report by the child in- 
sure careful reading. 

In all our work with the children there 
are two important things to remember. 
First, they are the readers of tomor- 
row and the better we build today the 
greater the results then. And second, 
they are very often a channel through 
which we can reach older members of 
their families. 

A child with his name and several 
stars on an Honor Roll is going to want 
his Father or his Mother to see it, par- 
ticularly if it is suggested to him by the 
children’s librarian. And when the 
parents come for the first time to visit 
us it is our fault if they are not made 
to want to come again. 

Three members of a Norwegian fam- 
ily were made borrowers of the library 
through the crocheted lace on a small 
girl’s petticoat. The librarian, noticing 
it, sent a book of crocheting to the 
mother. Not long after grandmother 
returning the crochet books was told of 
the books in Norwegian and went off 
happy with three of them besides some 
new crochet patterns. Later the father 
eame to secure information on steam 
boilers. And it is too often true, as he 
said, ‘‘We supposed that you had only 
story books.”’ 

Our greatest ally in combating this 
same ignorance of cur resources is the 
public press. Lists of our latest book 
purchases, carefully annotated are splen- 
did, but not enough. We ean attract 
the attention of the casual reader far 
quicker with a library story. Make the 
stories short, and to the point 

Short accounts of various departments 
of the library; our local history stack, 
our picture collection, or our new files 
of house organs, all keep people in- 
formed of what we are doing. The 
‘*World’s news at the Public Library”’ 
accompanied by a list of your leading 
newspapers is particularly good in these 
war times. Too long have we treated 
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things too professionally, we should now 
try to push the attractive, the convincing 
and the inspiring. 

Much has been said of downtown store 
window exhibits and moving picture 
slides and they are both excellent. Pos- 
sibly we can secure a portion of a win- 
dow in a good location and keep a con- 
tinuous display of books and posters, for 
good publicity is continuous. Good book 
week is a splendid thing but we must 
not think that the advertising that we 
do then is sufficient for the whole year. 

A more expensive form of moving 
picture slide but one that has been very 
successful shows a picture of some por- 
tion of our library at a busy time. The 
words ‘‘ Find yours’’ with the children’s 
room picture or ‘‘Are you there’’ ac- 
companied by the library address and 
the hours should be below each picture. 
The managers are enthusiastic over these 
slides as they bring trade to him, for 
who can resist seeing his own picture on 
the screen ? 

The question of reaching and convine- 
ing the business man of the practical aid 
which we can give to him must receive 
our careful consideration. The first step 
is an intimate knowledge of the in- 
dustries of our community, the second 
step is to get onto our shelves workable 
collections of up-to-date books on these 
industries, and the third step is to get 
them off our shelves and into the hands 
of our patrons. It is not always well 
to buy what we think the public will 
want but we can create a demand by 
supplying it. 

The use of the telephone for hurry- 
up reference questions is a good thing 
to advertise among the business men. 
When they realize that their publie li- 
brary is no farther than their nearest 
telephone they will use it even though 
they come inside our building but few 
times during the year. 

Desk blotters or a desk calendar with 
a businesslike announcement of the li- 
brary are good reminders. Have you 
ever kept a catalog of reader’s tastes at 
your Main desk? Then when good books 
are purchased a printed postal calling 


attention to them may be sent to those 
interested. Postals of a more intimate 
nature, stating that we have missed them 
as borrowers and hope to see them in 
the library soon may be used in the 
smaller communities where the librarian 
knows her patrons personally. 

The next time our Rotary Club or 
Ad Club or business club of any kind, 
gives a luncheon let us ask permission 
to place at each plate a book. Let us 
select these books carefully, with the 
business or the hobby or the taste of each 
business man present in mind. Let us 
ask some one present to invite the men 
to take the books home with them for 
two weeks’ reading, adding that others 
of a like nature can be secured at the 
Public Library when that one is re- 
turned. And let us hope that there will 
be few books left on the table when the 
club adjourns. 

Small dodgers are good ads and may 
be used successfully in various places. 
The best way to reach the most people 
is through our city water bills. For 
branch library publicity the dodgers 
may be wrapped in the grocery, meat 
or drug packages sent from the stores in 
the community. A successful dodger for 
our grocery packages is one which has 
not only a short list of cook books but 
a good tested recipe printed on _ it. 
Dodgers may be used also in the books 
themselves. ‘‘Have your children the 
Library Habit’’ in adult or better still 
adult advertisements in the juvenile 
books. 

However, no form of publicity is half 
as convincing as the personal talk. As 
Sam Walter Foss says ‘‘We must double 
the circulation of our books but we must 
triple the circulation of ourselves.”’ 
Never refuse an invitation to talk on 
‘Our Publie Library’’ before any kind 
of an organization but rather be glad 
that it was an invitation and not the re- 
sult of gentle hints. 

Noon shop talks to factory girls and 
to factory men should be plannéd. We 
may reach the indifferent through his 
pleasure, baseball, bowling, and through 
his desire to better himself in his voca- 
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tion. We must at all times show by our 
actions as well as by our talk our friend- 
liness toward him and our desire to 
help him. If we know that what we tell 
him is helpful and truthful we will be 
imbued with the will to convince. 

And doesn’t this bring us back to our 
own personal enthusiasm? It all de- 
pends on whether we are librarians be- 
cause it furnishes us with a job and a 
salary or whether we are librarians be- 
cause we believe that the publie library 
is the university of the people and that 
each and every citizen of our community 
should be enrolled in that university. ‘I 
hold it truth with the new American 
who said, ‘‘To will is to can.’’ 





Heatless Libraries. 


Many of the libraries of the state 
were forced by the coal shortage to 
shorten their hours of opening or to «lose 
altogether for a time. 

Among the libraries which have been 
affected were the Atlantic, Bloomfield, 
Corning, Corydon, Dubuque, Dunlap, 
Manchester, Maquoketa, Marion, Mar- 
shalltown, Northwood, Ottumwa, Rock- 
well City, Vinton and Winterset. Em- 
metsburg, Monticello, Nashua and Vil- 
lisca suffered most as they were closed 
entirely for a time or only open for 
a half hour one or two days a week. 


Most of the libraries have now re- 
turned to their regular hours and 
though the circulation will be lowered 
we trust. that the brief libraryless 
period may have a good effect in show- 
ing the community their need of the 
library. 

At Burlington the closing of the 
library from heatless conditions was 
due to lack of city heat rather than the 
coal shortage. Miss Wharton tells be- 
low of their interesting experience in 
a ‘‘sub: ‘tute’’ building. 

‘‘After two months of insufficient 
heat from the city plant, with the li- 
brary open but part of the day at times, 
it was decided January 16th to close 
the building entirely until a heating 
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plant could be installed. Ten days 
passing without much accomplished 
towards that end and the public clam- 
oring for books, a station with some six 
hundred volumes of books was onened 
in a store room in the business section 
of town. This was a chance to see 
what could be accomplished in very 
cramped quarters with but few of the 
usual tools, but with the help of the 
telephone and unlimited trips to the 
main library, the venture has repaid 
in full measure all the efforts expended. 
In the last six days of January, the 
station being opened on January 25th, 
the cireulation from this _ station 
equalled that from the main library for 
the same six days in 1917 minus but one 
hundred and thirty-seven volumes. 
Advantage has been taken of the large 
exhibit window in the store room for 
posters and books which have attracted 
much attention from the passing public 
and the joy with which many of our 
readers greeted us after our ten days 
with a closed library showed conclu- 
sively that the library is an important 
part of the life of the people. We are 
really convineed that what at first 
seemed a dire calamity has proved a 
blessing in disguise.’ 

Fhe library building was reopened 
on March first. 





Where is One Needed Most? 


We would eall the attention of all 
our librarians to an editorial with the 
above heading in the March number of 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES to which we 
most heartily say amen. 


Now if ever we need efficient serv- 
ice on the part of libraries and the 
librarians and this we cannot have with 
the inexperienced and untrained help 
to which our libraries will be obliged 
to resort by the departure of their own 
librarians for other work. Think twice 
and be sure that you cannot serve your 
country better in your own library 
than 
to take up more definite war work. 








elsewhere before you leave it. 
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Scrapbooks. 

Entertainment for the soldiers con- 
valesecing in the hospitals in our home 
camps is greatly needed and libraries 
could add a ‘‘bit’’ to their already full 
quota by encouraging the making of 
secapbooks or preferably scrap sheets 
by the school children if time cannot 
be found for this work through the lib- 
rary. 

Experience has shown that single 
sheets with pictures and _ clippings 
pasted on both sides and all reading 
the same way are more useful than the 
books. 

The sheets should be about 10x12 and 
of sufficiently heavy board to be held 
comfortably. Most printing offices 
should be able to furnish the board in 
large sheets and eut them the desired 
size and the eost will be slight. 

When completed they may be for- 
warded to the Secretary of the Iowa 
Library Commission who will gladly 
undertake their distribution to the 
various camps. 





The Libraries and Food Conservation. 

Much activity has been shown by the 
libraries of the state along the line of 
food conservation which we trust has 
been a distinet contribution to the 
cause. 

The temporary closing of some librar- 
ies and the shortening of the hours of 
others because of the coal shortage, has 
interfered with this work in some 
places. 

General. A special bulletin board 
for the display of conservation material 
is provided in a number of libraries and 
the display of posters, bulletins and 
printed matter has been made in all. 

Recipes. Much attention has been 
given to providing and distributing 
recipes. In many places the librarian 
has arranged that they shall be first 
tested and the name of the person mak- 
ing the test added to the copy of the 
recipe. In some places these recipes 
are displayed on bulletin boards to be 
copied—sometimes with sample cookery 
on exhibit. In others they have been 
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made into serapbooks or pasted on 
ecards. In many 'ibraries they have 
been typewritten end given out with 
books, thus doubtless reaching homes 
where they would not otherwise have 
gone. A few libraries which have been 
able to do so have had them printed. 

Posters. The Traveling Poster Ex- 
hibit from the Commission has been out 
continuously and so great has been the 
demand that it has been divided that 
two places might be served at the same 
time. 

A new series of beautiful posters has 
been issued by the U. 8. Food Admin- 
istration and these with the old series 
have been sent to the libraries by the 
State Director and have often been fur- 
nished by the libraries to the stores and 
other publie places for display. Local 
poster contests and exhibits have been 
carried out by many libraries. 

Motion Picture Slides have been 
available through the State Director 
and have been loaned to a number of 
librarians for use in the motion pic- 
ture houses. 

Photographs. A s-ries of interesting 
photographs are furnished by the U. 
S. Food Administration and these have 
been loaned by the State Director for 
display in the libraries. 

Window Displays. Three window 
displays were arranged by the Burling- 
ton Library on war subjects, one being 
on Food Conservation and containing 
posters prepared by the library as well 
as Government posters. A window dis- 
play containing recipes and conserva-* 
tion cookery would seem to be useful 
if references were made to the library 
where the recipes might be obtained 

Special Days. The Iowa City Public 
Library held a Food Conservation 
Week with special items in the paper 
each day and special features at the 
library, including talks by the head of 
the Department of Domestie Science of 
the State University, the distribution 
of reeypes and with the saving of sugar 
vy the children forming the subject of 
a story hour. 

A similar week was observed at 
Ames during which essays were writ- 








ten and posters made by the grade 
pupils and published in the paper. 

A Hoover Day was held at the E!- 
dora Public Library, ineluding food 
demonstration, essays and posters by 
the children. The librarian of this li- 
brary has also arranged with the 
County Demonstration Agent to spend 
two hours each Saturday afternoon at 
the library, giving out recipes and talk- 
ing with people on conservation cook- 
ery. A conservation grocery store 
showing substitutes for wheat, fat, 
sugar, ete., is also on exhibition in the 
library, the substitutes being loaned by 
the grocery stores of the town. At 
Clinton Friday of each week is recipe 
day. 

Country Schools. Good work has 
also been done by the librarians with 
the country school teachers in distribut- 
ing posters and printed matter fur- 
nished by the State Director. 

Maple Sugar. In the maple suga: 
_ontest with the other states, however, 
we shall fail as there are not enough 
uard maple trees in the state to enabl: 
3 to compere. 





New Graded Lists. 


The graded lists for the fourth, the 
fifth and sixth and the seventh ana 
eighth grades issued by the Library 
Commisson have recently been revised 
and a new supply printed and new lists 
for the first and second and the third 
grades prepared. Libraries will be 
supplied with the quantity they desire 
upon request. 





A Resolution. 

1. I will keep myself so well in- 
formed on the causes and progress of 
the world war that I may be a source 
of information and influence to others. 

2. I will help to stabilize public opin- 
ion by showing the reasonableness and 
the necessity of the Government de- 
mands and the banefulness of the un- 
founded rumors relating to the war. 

4. I will try to meet all the varied 
events of the war with patience, calm- 
ness and optimism. 





Library News of the State ww 
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Ames — State College — Miss Agnes 
Fleming, an assistant in the college 
library, was married in December to 
Mr. Wendell Van Auken of the Avia- 
tion Service. Mrs. Van Auken con- 
tinued her library work for a time but 
has now resigned her position. Miss 
Amy Winslow of the class of 1916 of 
the N. Y. State Library School, has be- 
come reference assistant in the college 
library. 

Bedford—Miss Pearl Robinson has 
been obliged by ill health to resign her 
position as librarian, No successor has 
as yet been appointed. 

Boone—Miss Minnie Davis has been 
appointed by the board to fill the vae- 
aney caused by the resignation of Miss 
Sadie R. Stevens. . 

Carroll—Miss Helen Harper, the 
librarian, has resigned to take a posi- 
tion in the Omaha Publie Library, and 
Miss Sadie R. Stevens of the Iowa 
Summer School Class of 1914, an assist- 
ant in the Boone Publie Library, has 
been elected to fill the vacaney. 

Cedar Rapids—Miss Evelyn Badger 
resigned her position as assistant 
March Ist to take a position in the 
accession department of the Portland, 
Oregon, Public Library. Miss Anna 
Kosek left at the same time to enter 
the cataloguing department in the Lin- 
eoln Library at Springfield. Miss Ox- 
ley, formerly in charge of the children’s 
department, who has had a leave of 
absence, takes up her work on Mareh 
Ist. 

Clarinda—Miss Maide Baker, librar- 
ian for the past year, will join the 
force of cataloguers and indexers in 
the Ordnance Department of the gov- 
ernment at Washington. Mrs. DeFor-. 
est Brown will serve temporarily as 
librarian. 

Clinton — A bird tree has been in 
stalled in the children’s room at the 
library. When the appearance of a 
bird is reported by a child a likeness of 
the bird in eolers is placed in the 








a 





- 





int, Anh Hid Goh 














branches of the tree and beneath it is 
written the name of the child reporting 
and the date of its appearance. 

Fifty books each in French and Span- 
ish are to be added to the library, the 
large number of persons now studying 
those languages having created a de- 
mand for such books. 

Council Bluffs — During the winter 
Miss Armstrong has conducted meet- 
ings for business women one evening 
each week at the Y. W. C. A., and has 
given talks on books and especially 
war books to different organizations of 
women in the afternoons, thus adding 
another phase to the work of the lib- 
rary. 

Des Moines — Library Club — The 
February meeting of the Des Moines 
Library Club was held at the City 
Library on the evening of February 
5th. The program consisted of a talk 
on John Masefield by Mr. Spaulding 
and a series of ‘‘stunts’’ by the differ- 
ent groups of libraries represented in 
the elub. 

On February 15th the Library Club 
joined with the Press and Authors Club 
in presenting John Masefield in a lee- 
ture, which was listened to with great 
interest by a large audience. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Trix Turley, the Secretary’s sten- 
ographer, leaves the Commission office 
April lst to become the wife of Mr. 
W. C. Ellis of Des Moines. Miss Bertha 
Barker of Hampton takes her place. 

Des Moines — State Library — Miss 
Miriam Smith, a former apprentice in 
the State Library, has been elected 
president of her class in the Wisconsin 
Library School where she is taking a 
course in library training. 

Des Moines—Public Library — Miss 
Eleanor LeMar, assistant in the public 
library, has resigned her position to 
become the bride of Lieut. MeCandlass 
in the near future. Lieut. MeCandlass 
is now stationed at Camp Dodge. 

Miss Pearl Wheeler, a member of the 
library staff for several years, has ae- 
cepted a position as cataloguer in the 
State Library at Cheyene, Wash. Miss 








Wheeler was a member of the lowa 
Summer School Class of 1915. 

Dubuque—Jacob Sievers, Custodian 
of the Carnegie-Stout Library, passed 
away on February 9th. Mr. Sievers 
had been a faithful employee of the 
library for 15 years and his death was 
hastened by his devotion to the com- 
fort of the staff and the public during 
the intense weather of the winter, 
which required the shoveling of a ton 
of coal a day into the furnace. He was 
a loyal friend to those who have gone 
out from the Carnegie-Stout Library, 
all of whom will miss his cordial wel- 
come on their visits to this library. 

Forest City—Mrs. A. V. Erricson has 
been elected librarian of the public 
library. Miss Hazel Clark, Commission 
Organizer, has assisted Mrs. Erricson 
in becoming acquainted with her duties 
and in reorganizing the library. 

Fort Dodge—Miss Anne Mitchell has 
resumed her work as an assistant in the 
public library after a year spent at the 
Carnegie Library School at Pittsburgh. 

Garner — Miss Catherine Pritchard 
will substitute at the publie library 
while Mrs. Hahn, the librarian. is ab- 
sent for six weeks in Florida. 

Iowa City—Miss Ethel Tiffy, for- 
merly employed in the School of Mines 
at Rolla, Missouri, has become an as- 
sistant in the public library. 

Iowa Falls—Miss Mae Anders, who 
has assisted her mother during the win- 
ter in the public library, is now doing 
substitute work in the public library at 
Davenport. 

Jefferson—F ailing health has made 
necessary the resignation of Mrs. Ida 
B. Head, who has acceptably served as 
librarian for 16 years. Miss Mary G. 
Barney, of Chicago, has been selected 
to fill the vacancy. 

Osage—By the will of the late Sena- 
tor James A. Smith the Osage library 
receives $1,000 for the purchase of 
books. 

Oskaloosa—The death of her mother 
and the need of her presence at home 
has obliged Miss Eleanor Faweett to 
resign her position as librarian of this 
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library much to the regret of the lib- 
rary board and the public. Miss Rachel 
B. Forbush, a graduate of Western 
Reserve University in 1916 and since 
then employed as branch librarian at 
Oak Park, has been selected to fill the 
vacancy and will take up her work 
April Ist. Miss Faweett has accepted 
a position as assistant in the Cedar 
Rapids library. 

Reinbeck — The public library has 
met with a double loss in the removal 
to St. Louis of its librarian, Miss 
Phyllis Campbell, who will become an 
assistant in the cataloguing department 
of the St. Louis public library, and of 
Rev. A. M. Campbell, president of the 
library board. To Dr. and Mrs, Camp. 
bell the town of Réinbeck is greatly 
indebted for their interest and activity 
in the inauguration of the library pro- 
ject and the erection of the new build- 
ing. 

Sac City—A beautiful large clock 
has been presented to the library by the 
Fortnightly Club in memory of Mrs. 
Loring, a former meiber of the chil 
and of the library board. 

Storm Lake—The public library has 
met with a loss in the removal of Mrs. 
F. F. Faville to Fort Dodge. Mrs. Fa- 
ville has served for eleven years as a 
member of the library board and her in- 
terest in the work of the library has 
made her a valuable trustee. Before 
leaving Storm idhe. Mr. and Mrs. Fa- 
ville presented the library with 125 
volumes. 

Washington — The Chilcote Library 
has recently been presented by the 
Fortnightly Club with the series of pic 
tures included in The Evolution of the 
Book by John W. Alexander, and form- 
ing a part of the decorations of the 
Library of Congress. These are repro- 
duced in colors, forming a _ beautiful 
frieze which extends the full length 
of the stacks. 

Waterloo—A station of the public 
library has been placed in the Wash- 
ington Sehool in connection with the 
opening of a community center in the 
school building. 
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An exhibit of the high school serap- 
books was held in the library during 
March. Instructions in the use of the 
library was given recently to certain 
classes in both the East and West mgn 
school. 


The story hour for the older boys and 
girls previously held in the library has 
now been discontinued and a story hour 
substituted in the schools. The stories 
are correlated with the lessons in lan- 
guage, geography and history, the 
teacher selecting the subject desired, 
Miterial in the library adaptable to 
this purpose is listed for use of teach- 
ers and pupils. Marked results are 
seen in an added interest and appre- 
elation of the library by the teachers 
and a larger circulation of the books 
connected with the school lessons. 

Whiting — The rumor comes that 
there is soon to be a vaeaney in this 
library caused by the marriage of the 
librarian. 





Book and Periodica] Exchange. 


The P. M. Musser Public Library of 
Museatine, Iowa has the following 
bound periodicals in good condition, 
which it will give to any library will- 
ing to pay the transportation charges. 
Atlantic Monthly v. 52 and 55; Century 
Magazine, v. 4-7, v. 23-24, v. 44 Serib- 
ner’s Magazine, v. 13-22; Harper’s 
Magazine, v. 30-31, 54-57, 63-64, 66-69; 
and Harper’s Monthly, v. 4-7, needs re 
binding. 





Miss Florence Dewey, Waterloo Pub- 
lice Library, has Publie Libraries and 
the Library Journal October 1916- 
June 1917 which she will give to any 
library desiring them. 





Go back to the simple life, be con- 
tented with simple food, simple pleas- 
ures, simple clothes. Work hard, pray 
hard, play hard. Work, eat, recreate and 
sleep. Do it all courageously. 

We have a victory to win. 


HOOVER 
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